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February 10, 2012

The Honorable Jeff Bingaman

Chairman

U.S. Senate Committee on Energy & Natural Resources
304 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Bingaman:

I write today to renew my request for an oversight hearing on the Department of Energy’s Loan
Programs Office (LPO). The reaction here in Congress to the difficulties confronting the LPO

must be fully informed. If they are not, we risk premature elimination of the program on the one
hand, or continued obligations of taxpayer money to support questionable projects on the other.

[ believe that the federal government can and should play a constructive role in the deployment
of clean energy technology, but we have to get it right.

Even as the administration has worked to complete its own audit of the LPO, new reasons to be
concerned have arisen. Subsequent to the bankruptcy filings of Solyndra and Beacon Power,
Nevada Geothermal has struggled financially, and Fisker has announced layoffs. All of these
companies were supported by the LPO, either through the Stimulus’ 1705 loan guarantee
program or through the Advanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing direct loan program.

Secretary Chu has already stated that “there's going to be a lot of work going forward with the
loan program.” While the administration’s audit of itself is a reasonable start, it is imperative that
the Committees of jurisdiction in both the House and Senate better understand the state of the
LPO as well. That is only possible through timely and transparent oversight.

In light of the conclusion of the administration’s audit, it is my hope that we can schedule an
oversight hearing on the LPO, and hear directly from Secretary Chu, as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

C}Z,M

Lisa A. Murkowksi
Ranking Member
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